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A Brief History of Maps
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What does that have to do with Cemeteries?

2018



So what’s the problem?

• No guarantee that plots are actually where they 

say they are

• Poorly maintained/neglected records

• Inaccurate data

• Inadequate for use

• Inefficient use of time and money



So what’s the solution?
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GIS is...

Data



Accessible 

GIS is...



GIS for Cemetery Mapping

Burials

Pathways

Plots

Maintenance

Utilities

Complete Maps



GIS for Cemetery Mapping

Layers

Name, DOB, DOD, 
Obituaries, Photos

Utility Type, Depth

Headstone Repair, Trees

Pathway Type, Condition

Burial Type, Availability



Accessible 

GIS for Cemetery Mapping

• Utilizing ArcGIS Online 

means your data can be 

accessible from any 

device with an internet 

connection

• Esri’s mobile apps make 

your data available on site 

• Maps and apps all 

configurable to meet your 

needs



from here

to there?

How do we get...



The Basics

Create Layers

• Aerial Imagery

• Data Collection

• Map Creation

Process Data

• Convert & Clean-up Data

• Make it Spatial

• Verify Data Make it Accessible

• Staff and Public

• Web Maps & Apps

• Paper Maps & Records



Create Layers: Aerial imagery

Cloudpoint Aerial ImageryPublicly Available Imagery



Create Layers: Data Collection

Trimble R2
GPS Unit with Bluetooth 
Capability

• Headstones for QA/QC

• Plot Markers

• Utilities

• Trees

• Benches



Create Layers: Map Creation



Create Layers: Map Creation 

Georeferencing: the process of adding an image with no 
coordinates into the GIS 

• Find identical features 

that have not moved

• Create tie points in each 

image



Create Layers: Map Creation 



Process Data: Convert & Clean-up



Process Data: Make it Spatial



Process Data: Verify



And the result is...

Layers   +   Data

= Functioning GIS!



Now what?

Now that all of your data has been collected and 

inventoried into the GIS, how does it get to you?

• Layers are uploaded to ArcGIS 
Online (AGOL)

• Maps are created in AGOL with 
those layers

• Maps can be accessed directly in 
AGOL or in a mobile application, 
like Collector

• Customized Web Apps/Dashboards 
are “windows” to your data



Utilizing your data 

AGOL Web Map – View Utilities



By using a GIS, an organization can view proposed work 

such as expansion through a geographic lens.

Utilizing your data

AGOL Web Map – Plan for the future



Utilizing your data

AGOL Web Map & Collector

Esri’s Collector App allows users to 
collect and edit data and take and 
attach photographs while in the field.



ArcGIS Online Web App/Dashboard 

Public Search

Utilizing your data



Gravesite Availability

Utilizing your data

ArcGIS Online Web App/Dashboard 



Utilizing your data

ArcGIS Online Web App/Dashboard 

Tacking and Logging Repair Work



Utilizing your data - recap

• Cloud-based solution 

• Web Apps/Dashboards provide user-
friendly and customizable interface

• Have spatial accurate records available at 
your fingertips

• Allow citizens to search for the gravesite of 
loved ones online which frees up office staff

• Communicate necessary maintenance 
activities and record when completed



Cemetery Mapping Examples

Project Example

http://cloudpointgeo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapAndAppGallery/index.html?appid=674d2c97e14a4712af010c8e5f09319b&group=53191e81979b47acbe48aebacc6b67ed


Questions?

Erin Strickler
estrickler@cloudpointgeo.com

Cloudpoint Geographics, Inc.

P. O. Box 1017
107 W. Ann St.
Roanoke, IL 61561

(877) 377-8124
www.cloudpointgeo.com


